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Dear Parents, 
 

We welcome you and your family to Wantirna Primary School. 

 
At Wantirna Primary our focus is on student welfare and learning to enable all 

children to be safe, happy and learning to their full potential.  We address the rights 

and needs of all students – physical, academic, emotional and social, and work to 

ensure that a comprehensive curriculum is provided for all students. 

 

Curriculum is our core business.  We cater for different levels of ability and 

different styles of learning.  Classroom programs include cooperative learning and 

mixed groupings.  We work to provide a balance of curriculum that attends to 

specific needs and challenges all students. 

 

You, the parents, are part of our learning community and a vital link in your child’s 

education.  A sense of community evolves when parents and staff work in 

partnership for student achievement.  We encourage active parent participation in 

the school through various avenues.  You are welcome into the classroom as a 

classroom helper, and to be involved in various groups and activities. 

 

Through open communication and shared goals for your child’s development, we 

will strengthen the partnership. 

 

We look forward to celebrating your child’s learning through their primary years of 

schooling with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal and School Staff. 



 

 

 
 

 
Principal     Ms. Pam Hill 

 
School Council President  Mrs Sandy Strickland 

   (School Council meets fourth Monday each month at 7.30pm in the 
staffroom) 
 
 

TERM DATES FOR 2009 
  
 Term 1  2nd February – 3rd April 
    2nd February – Preps start at 9.30 am 
    29th January (Teachers resume) 

(During February Preps will have Wednesday’s off) 
   2nd March Preps start fulltime 

 
 Term 2  20th April – 26th June 
 
 Term 3  13th July – 18th September 
 
         Term 4 5th October – 18th December 
 

SCHOOL HOURS 
 

 * (8:58am Bell for children to come inside) 
 9:00am – 11:00am Class Time 
 
 Recess 11:00am – 11:30am 
 
 11:30am – 1:30pm 
 
 Lunch 1:30pm – 2:30pm 
 
 2:30pm – 3:30pm  
 

3.30 pm  Dismissal 



 

WELCOME TO WANTIRNA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

We hope that you will find the following information pertaining to your 

child’s first year at school in this booklet helpful. 
 

During the year we have provided an extensive Pre-School to Prep 

Transition Program that has encouraged participation in a wide 

selection of curriculum areas.  The children have had many 

opportunities to acquaint themselves with the school and its 

surroundings. 
 

The culmination of these events will be our Orientation morning on 

Tuesday 9th December between 9.30am and 11.00am, when we hope to 

have all the children who will be attending our school year meet each 

other and their teacher. 
 

You are welcome to join other parents for a cup of tea/coffee in the 

staffroom. 
 

If your child’s date of birth certificate, immunisation record, 

confidential information form or enrolment form have not been 

attended to could you please do so at this time. 

2009  
 

To assist in the gradual introduction of Preps to the long school week, 

the preps will have Wednesday’s off until the end of February. Their 

first day of school will be Monday 2nd February  starting at 9.30 am to 

3.30pm. In February the children will attend on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday & Friday. This allows the children to have a quiet and restful 

day at home on Wednesdays. From March 2nd  they will be at school for 

the full week 9am to 3:30pm. 
 

On Wednesdays when the Preps are not attending school the teacher 

will test individual children’s Reading, Maths and Language Skills. You 

will be given an appointment time for when your child will be tested. 

Part of this assessment time will be used by the teacher to have an 

interview with you to find out about your child.  
 

On arrival at school each day, name tags will be available on a board 

outside the Prep room.  Please send your child into the classroom with a 

smile and a hug and then we ask that you leave your child promptly. 
 



Preparing for School  

 

Your Attitude  

 

Beginning school is an exciting time in your child’s life.  Show by your 

words and actions that you are confident about the school and your 

child’s ability to cope with it.  Be positive that it is a happy place where 

the child will learn and develop friendships.  If you convey a positive 

attitude this will be passed to the children whose learning will benefit. 

 

Children beginning school have had varying experiences and are at 

varying stages of development.  As a result, each child will have 

mastered different skills.  However, the following would be of 

assistance to children when starting in Prep: 

 

¶ To be able to speak clearly or confidently to each other and adults. 

 

¶ To eat lunch independently.  (Unwrapping and eating sandwiches 

during the holidays would be good practice). 

 

¶ To cope with correct toilet procedures.  It is important that boys 

are shown how to use the urinal. 
 

All children should be able to:  

 

¶ Flush the toilet  

¶ Wash their hands 

¶ Manage the taps 

 

Accidents can happen at this stage.  Prep teachers try to prevent 

these by programming regular visits to the toilet during the first 

weeks.  Clean underclothes are issued in an emergency and we would 

appreciate these being washed and returned immediately to school.  

It is wise for all Preps to have a spare set in their bags. 
 
 



All children shou ld be able  
 

¶ To take off and put on articles of clothing, including shoes on the 

correct feet.  (As tying shoelaces is often difficult for many young 

children, the Velcro style shoes may be an option).  The wearing of 

thongs or open toed sandals is not allowed, as they do not provide 

sufficient protection. 

 

¶ To use a handkerchief or tissue correctly. 

 

¶ To sit quietly and listen to short stories or music. 

 

Label any clothes that may be taken off, together with things like lunch 

boxes, drink bottles and school bags.  Show the child the label and say 

something like, “See I’ve put your name here in blue pen.” 

 

 

Social Needs  

 
¶ To be able to relate to adults outside the family group. 

¶ To get on with other children (sharing, taking turns). 

¶ To respect the belongings of others (toys, books, school equipment). 

 
 

Emotional Needs  

 
¶ To be able to leave parents confidently. 

¶ To accept that he/she cannot always get his/her own way. 

¶ To control emotions as much as possible. 

¶ To tackle tasks with confidence and enthusiasm. 

¶ To play independently. 

¶ To be able to complete set tasks. 

 

Starting school is usually a tiring experience, even for a healthy child.  

A cross and miserable child, or one who is not sleeping or eating well, 

may have a minor illness.  This should be treated before the child has 

to make the extra effort involved in starting school. 
 

 

 



Intellectual  

 
At school, Prep children will be introduced to reading using a range of 

reading materials, such as Big Books, posters, magazines, signs, tapes 

and poems.  A variety of approaches to Reading and many different 

activities will be used to develop children’s confidence in understanding 

print.  Children are helped to discover the relationships between the 

print and the message. 

 

You can encourage a love of books by: 

¶ Reading to your child regularly.  

¶ Borrowing books from the library. 

¶ Letting your children see you read. 

 

 



Establishing Routines  
 
É We ask that children arrive at school well before the first bell at 

8:58am.  This ensures a good start to the day.  It is a good idea to 

arrive with 5 – 10 minutes to spare to allow informal socialisation 

between children and parents. 

 

É Make sure that your child is clear about after-school arrangements: 

Who will meet the child 

Will they be booked in to After School Care? 

 

É Lunch – it would be helpful if your child knows which food items are 

for play lunch and which are for main lunch. 

 

É Encourage your child to look after his/her own belongings (bag, 

coat) rather than give this responsibility to an older brother or 

sister. 

 

É A sense of security can be developed when parents set limits on a 

child’s behaviour and make sure limits are kept e.g. 

V  Bed time is eight o’clock 

V  No lollies before dinner 

V Come straight home after school 

É Please remember the importance of a good night’s sleep and do try 

to keep your child to a regular  early bed time. 

 

É Children know they are loved through; 

V  Physical contact – a hug, a kiss, a pat on the head, being 

told that they are loved. 

 

V  Having parents explain that the set limits (such as those 

above) are in the child’s best interest, for example – “I 

know you would like more sweets, but they are bad for 

your teeth, and I don’t want you to have a toothache 

from lollies”. 

 

É A nutritious breakfast eaten in a relaxed atmosphere makes a good 

beginning to a school day. 



 

Parents  

 ð Your Supportive Role  
 

(a) Find time to talk with your child about: 

- School 

- Friends 

- Games and activities 

- Samples of work brought home (then display them) 

 

(b) One word of praise  and encouragement  is far greater than ten of 

criticism.  

 

(c) Read stories with your child and share  the books they bring home. 

 

(d) Discuss family activities – a picnic outing, a birthday party, etc. 

 

(e) Develop an awareness of the surrounding environment – of other 

people, animals, buildings, words, shapes, and colours. 

 

(f) Develop responsibility and an awareness of the rights of other 

people. 

 

(g) Develop a courteous manner towards other people. 

 

 
 

 

 

THE EDUCATION OF YOUR CHILD IS THE  

JOINT REPSONSIBILITY OF YOUR FAMILY AND  

THE SCHOOL AND YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL  

AND VALUED  

 

 



The most important thing to realise is that schools are very different 

today from the schools which you, as children, knew.  Education is one 

of many fields where new knowledge is causing change to occur. 

 

What then can you as a parent offers your child to prepare him/her for 

the challenge of school?  To answer this question you need to know 

something of your child’s development in the first five years of his/her 

life. 

 

Firstly your child is unique – there is no other child exactly like him/her 

anywhere.  But even as an individual there are a number of needs which 

the child has. 

 

× Basic needs of food, clothing and warmth. 
 

× The need for security – to know that he/she is safe in this large, 
strange world, to know the limits of behaviour and to know areas of 
danger. 

 

× The need for love and understanding.  This is closely related to the 
above, for with love and understanding comes security. 

 

× The need to develop a means of communication – initially speech, 
but the foundations of a successful reading and writing 
development are laid in pre-school years. 

 

Parents, and the child’s environment, set his/her personality and 

character both before the school years and during the time spent at 

school.  School, and the teachers, can do very little to alter a child’s 

personality because they see the child for so little time.  Don’t delude 

yourself that naughtiness in your child will disappear when he steps into 

the care of those magical things “teachers”.  It will not, but more 

importantly a child who is uncomfortable or unhappy at school because 

of lack of restrictions placed on his/her behaviour at home may have 

difficulty learning. 

 

 



 

Young children are great imitators.  They learn to speak by imitating 

you; they learn ways of behaving by imitating you.  Their standards of 

behaviour reflect your standards.  If you are consistent without being 

either harsh or lenient then your child will have a worthwhile basis for 

behaviour at school. 

 

Play is very important to a child for it is through play that most is 

learned about the environment.  If you are not already aware of it, the 

early years of school place great emphasis on directed play activities so 

that the child learns basic concepts of mathematics, social behaviour 

and language in a very stimulating way which may also be very informal. 

 
When you talk to the child about activities you can informally teach 

such concepts as big and small, left and right, front and back, thick and 

thin, in fact most opposite terms that are within the child’s experience.  

Other experiences that are of great value too are shopping trips, 

where the child can spend small amounts of money, picnics, visits to the 

railway station, bus rides, in fact anything that might lead to your 

talking with your child. 

 

When parents say; 

  “That’s a big apple”, 

  “Yours is a red cup”, 

  “Your aunt is my sister”, 

they are giving children knowledge and words to express that 

knowledge. 

 

When parents answer questions like; 

 “Why does that person look different?” 

 “Why can’t we go to the hospital and buy a baby too?” 

they are telling the child something – showing the child how to reason 

and encourage the child to think. 

 

 

 

 

 



Knowledge and language are also obtained when children build with 

blocks, use construction kits, play imaginatively, ride on the train or 

trams, visit the country, the beach or the zoo, look at pictures, learn 

nursery rhymes, have stories read to them, set the table, count the 

pegs, hammer nails and play with sand or water.  In fact, whenever 

children are actively doing something, they are learning. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre -Reading Skills  

 
 

Learning to read well is a complex task which usually takes several 

years to master.  Many children need nearly a year of schooling before 

they seem to “get the idea” of reading. 

 

Parents can help in such circumstances by doing the things suggested 

below and by reassuring the child, if necessary, that generally the task 

becomes gradually easier. 
 

Some ideas to help prepare children for reading.  
 

Parents and others talk with them so that they learn many words. 

 

¶ Draw the child’s attention to signs, advertisements, and writing on 

packets and tell the child what is written on them. 

 

¶ Point out differences in symbols which lead to differences in 

meaning: (for example – MEN, WOMEN). 
 

¶ Parents (grandparents, brothers or sisters etc.) read to a child. 



 

¶ Make time to read stories to your child – this will develop a good 

attitude towards reading. 

 

¶ Provide your child with a rich background of nursery rhymes, stories 

and songs.  If possible join a local library. 

 

¶ Try to set a special time each day to listen to what your child wants 

to tell you, and to encourage him/her to communicate with you. 

 

¶ Be interested in the “work” brought home from school.  Let him/her 

tell you about paintings and display them in a special place. 

 

¶ Help your child to become aware of colours around us.  Discuss 

colours of flowers, clothing etc. and name all the colours. 

 

¶ On weekend trips encourage him/her to take back things for the 

classroom, e.g. brochures, maps, pictures, postcards etc. 

 

¶ When children are read to, they can learn many things.  

 

They become aware that: 

 

¶ Meaning can be obtained from print. 

 

¶ Reading can be a useful and pleasurable activity. 

 

¶ There are “rules” about print such as – you “read” the print, not the 

pictures. 

 

¶ How to hold a book the right way up and how to carefully turn pages. 

 

¶ We start at the top left hand side of the page. 

 

 

 

 

 



Pre -Mathematics Skills  
 

Mathematics in the primary school includes: 

 Counting 

 Learning to add, subtract, multiply and divide 

 Measuring 

 Working with money 

 Telling the time 

 

Before children can work with abstract symbols such as 10, ·, î, ç, =, 

they need to understand the concept behind them. 

 

Children who come to school understanding terms such as: more, less, 

the same as, bigger, smaller, how many, are prepared for early 

mathematics and should move easily to formal work. 
 

Early preparation for mathematics occurs when parents or others: 

 

 Help children to count a few objects such as the number of 

plates on the table, or the number of buttons on a cardigan. 

 

 Talk to children about time (for example – How many sleeps 

until your next birthday? – Daddy will be home in half an 

hour). 

 

 Let children find out what they can buy with a few coins. 

 

 Talk to children as they use building toys (eg. “can you make 

it bigger?”, “Find some more blue blocks”, “Is that as tall as 

the first one you made?”). 

 

 Let children play with water, sand, dough etc., so that they 

learn how much will fit into different sized containers. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



CONFIDENCE  

 

Confident children see themselves as generally being successful. 

 

É Each time parents commend a child for a new achievement they give 

the child a sense of his own ability to do things.  When parents 

encourage a child to tackle tasks of gradually increasing difficulty 

and give praise for success, they increase the child’s confidence. 

 

É Understand that through “play” a child builds up his confidence, 

establishes sound social relationships and with other children 

improves the powers of conversation and promotes physical 

dexterity.  Try to provide materials such as sand, water, 

manipulative equipment, blocks, a cubby house etc. which will 

stimulate the imagination and initiative.  Above all, encourage play 

with other children. 

 

 

SOME IMPORTANT POINTS  

 

Č Do not allow valuable toys to be brought to school, a favourite toy 

lost or broken can mean heartbreak. 

 

Č Tell your child of the dangers of playing with sticks and stone 

throwing.  The school takes a very serious view of this. 

 

Č See that your child is aware of the dangers of loitering on the way 

home, visiting friends without your permission, or going anywhere 

with strangers. 

 

Č Try to encourage, not discourage. 

 

Č Attend parent nights and parent/teacher conferences which are 

arranged for your information. 

 

Č It may help, before a child begins school, to give him/her 

opportunities to stay with friends or relatives, at least for a few 

hours without parents being around. 

 

 
 



 

READING  

 

HINTS WHEN HEARING CHILDREN READ  
 

Remember 
× Effective oral reading habits take time to develop. 

× Oral reading can be a highly emotional experience for some 

children.  

 

Setting the Scene  
× Make sure a quiet time is made available for your child to read. 

× Provide a variety of reading material at home such as comics, 

magazines, books etc. 
 

Hearing & Sharing Reading  
× Reading should be an enjoyable time. 

× Look through the book and have a brief chat about it. 

× Be patient and relaxed. 

× Do not insist on word perfect reading. 

× Praise their attempts. 

× Question children for their understanding of what they have read 

and seen in the pictures. 

× Continue to read to your child even though they may be 

independent readers. 
 

Some Donõts  
* Don’t use reading as a punishment. 

* Don’t compare your child’s reading performance with that of another. 

* Don’t judge your child’s overall reading ability by oral reading 

behaviour only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Some Useful Points.  
When children are unable to identify a word, remind them of the 

strategies they can use: 

 

* Use picture as cue. 

* Read on to the end of the sentence. 

* Guess what the word might be. 

* Start again and read the whole sentence. 

* Use the initial letter as a clue. 

 

If children self correct to regain meaning, praise - e.g. “Good, now that 

makes sense.” 

 

When children lose meaning of what is being read, ask a question which 

focuses on the meaning, e.g. “Does that make sense?  Would the bear 
really do that?” 

 

Be patient as children endeavour to work out the text.  Allow them to 

try out the strategies they have developed for understanding the text. 
 

Show enthusiasm about children’s attempts to make sense out of the 

text, “I like the way you………” 

 

Encourage children to read their favourite part of the story to other 

children and to themselves, then tell you in their own words about the 

story. 

 

It is not necessary for children to read every book to you. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHILDREN GROW AT DIFFERENT RATES  
 

 

In any Prep class some children will be able to say “yellow” while others 

call it “lellow”.  Some children will be able to tie their shoe laces; others 

will not.  Some children will be able to skip; others will just hop along 

awkwardly. 

 

Given encouragement, opportunity, and time, most children master basic 

skills of speech, movement, and formal learning eventually.  Parents can 

provide encouragement and opportunities but need to wait while the 

child takes the time needed to master a skill.  Trying to hurry children 

before they are ready is likely to have the same effect as trying to 

make a plant grow faster - more harm than good may be the result. 
 

Our school expects that beginners have a wide range of skills and 

abilities, and we plan a variety of activities to take this into account. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBERééé. 
 

If your child has a problem, please come to the school 
and discuss it with us, so that together we can eliminate 
those small fears that worry each child.  It would be 
helpful if you could make an appointment first to avoid 
unnecessary waiting and interruption to the gradeôs 
routine. 
 
Children in their first year at school vary in age by over 
12 months.  They are all at different stages of 
development and teachers make allowances for this.  As 
mentioned previously, forcing a child to a stage beyond 
his/her capacity could mean that a dislike is developed 
for all learning situations. 
 
The first day of school could mark the beginning of a 
clear division between home and school for a child.  On 
the other hand, parents and the school can work 
together in the interest of the child.  We are looking 
forward to it.  We hope that you and your child are too. 
 
 

 

 


